JO                                        EDUCATIONAL   VALUE
Many of the child's interests in his actual environment and real
life can only be satisfied in the larger group of the nursery school.
When he wishes to construct and carry out activities of a shop, a
hospital, post office, the train, he can do this better in the larger
group. When his first interests in reading, writing and number
work connected with these imaginative pursuits begin to appear,
it is easier for the nursery school than for the mother in the solitary
home to seize the golden moment and give him the technical
help he needs.
5.  THE SPECIAL VALUE OF THE NURSERY SCHOOL
In describing the development and the needs of the child from
two to five years, much has already been said to point to the value
of the nursery school. All that need be done now is to summarize
these points and bring out one or two more clearly.
The nursery school is not in its essence a substitute for a good
home. Sensible and loving parents in reasonable circumstances
can and do meet the child's deepest needs. They give him love and
security, understanding and sympathy, pleasant intercourse and
happy play. There are many homes which fail to meet some or all
of these needs, and where the home is ill-equipped or poor or the
parents stupid or unhappy or, in some way, lost to the child, the
nursery school has to make up for these lacks. That it can do so
astonishingly well is shown by the way in which children from
the slums, from the depressed areas or from broken homes, thrive
when they are taken into the nursery school. But its prime function
is not to take the place of the home: it is to supplement the normal
services which the home renders to its children and to make a link
between the natural and indispensable fostering of the child in
the home and social life in the world at large. The nursery
school is an excellent bridge between the home and the larger
world. It meets certain needs which the home either cannot
satisfy or cannot satisfy in full measure, and it prepares the child
for his later life in school in a way which nothing else can do.
Even children from a large family, so rare in these days, find
support in the nursery school. In the larger family, the two-year-
old or three-year-old often feels displaced and neglected when a
new baby arrives. The nursery school, where he can make his
own little friends and have his own life, is a great help to him in
such a crisis. Conversely, the only child or the child from the
family of two or three, gains the companionship he so much needs.